
CHARLESTON TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Planning Commission was held at the Township Hall on September 21, 2010. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Sue Balkema, Walt Kohnke, Don Kramer, Phil Larson, Joan Orman, Art Samson and 

Karen Wager 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Larson called the meeting to order at 7 pm and led in the pledge to the Flag. 

 

ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA: Kohnke moved to adopt the agenda. Seconded by Samson. Motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Larson commented that the Sign-Art representatives had verbally amended their site 

plan application at the beginning of the August 17 meeting. This action needs to be added to the minutes. Add: The 

applicants verbally amended their site plan application to eliminate item 4 from the application as the Planning 

Commission does not hear appeals. The item was added to the application in error. 

 

Balkema moved to approve the minutes - as amended - of the August 17 meeting. Seconded by Samson. Motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

CITIZENS TIME: No citizens present. 

 

MEMBERS TIME: Larson explained that a hold up in paperwork had delayed the original September meeting 

agenda items concerning a fill permit application and private stable site plan review application. These items will be 

moved to the October meeting agenda. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: Discussion took place on where we stand on the creation of a wind energy ordinance and solar 

energy ordinance. Samson had moved at the July meeting to recommend to the Township Board the exploration of a 

solar energy ordinance. Samson suggested that Larson make a direct request to make this topic a Township Board 

agenda item.  

 

Discussion took place on the status of a wind energy ordinance. We still need specific language on certain topics to 

complete the process. Samson offered to review the sample ordinances he’s collected in order to create a simple and 

clear statement regarding anemometers, shadow flicker, anti-climbing devices and decommissioning. This statement 

will be discussed at the October meeting. 

 

Miscellaneous topics of happenings in the township were discussed. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 pm upon motion by Samson. Support by Wager. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared 9/21/10 by Joan Orman 

 


